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 The actor Yara Shahidi is in her own world, staring at the glittering constellations 

above her head, while hundreds of people—a microcosm of the world and all its 

diversity—swirl around her. It’s a pivotal event in the life of her character, Natasha 

Kingsley, at the center of the modern-day romantic drama, “The Sun Is Also a Star,” but 

at the moment, she is unaware of the change that this upward gaze will bring about in her 

life. Far above her, in a glass window somewhere below the stars, Daniel Bae, played by 

Charles Melton, has noticed her yearning face and immediately sets out to make contact.  
 From this serendipity, “The Sun Is Also a Star,” based on the award-winning and 

best-selling novel by Nicola Yoon (Everything, Everything), follows the pragmatist 

Natasha and the romantic Daniel as they share life over one extraordinary and eventful 24-

hour period in New York. Filming in the world-renowned Grand Central Station has 

presented myriad challenges to the production—three-quarters of a million visitors come 

through its doors daily—but the symbolic location was simply too important and yes, too 

romantic, to fake. 

 “This has been amazing,” says Yara Shahidi, “because this is actually my first time 

here. I did a bunch of reading online about the history and all kinds of secrets. This is the 

first time Daniel sees Natasha, and Charles is all the way up there near the ceiling, and I’m 

down here just stopped, staring at the stars. We’re shooting with a crane and Macgyvers 

[mobile camera rig], and it’s been really cool, like the craziest day.” 

 Charles Melton, like his character, looks to the less practical side of the scene and 

observes, “Daniel has just been on a stalled train, and the conductor talked about life and 



not knowing where it will take you—you don’t always know the reason something is 

happening. Then, he sees Natasha in the middle of the terminal, and his whole world just 

stops. I think he wakes up. He runs into her again in this random way later, and he figures 

that it’s down to fate. When I read the scene, I kind of teared up imagining it, because I’ve 

always been a believer in love at first sight.” 

 Daniel takes no convincing of the “meant to be” nature of his meeting Natasha, but 

she is reluctant to believe in anything that can’t be scientifically observed, measured or 

subjected to experimentation. So, when he ventures that he can get her to fall in love with 

him in a day, her reticence is barely overcome by Daniel’s charm. She agrees to one 

hour…to start. 

   For Shahidi, it was both the authentic romance, as well as the background of her 

character, that compelled her to take the role. She explains, “I appreciated how relevant the 

storyline is. More than just the ‘love at first sight’ aspect, it was what Nicola Yoon brings 

to the book, which is also reflected in the script.  It’s the lives of these characters, and the 

large part that their respective cultures play in who they are. Both of them are first 

generation—Natasha’s family is from Jamaica, and Daniel’s parents are from Korea. There 

are so many parallels between my family’s story and Natasha’s that I just couldn’t ignore. 

It feels like a privilege to be able to tell this story.” 

 Melton’s father was in the military, and his family history included moving all 

around the world. He tells, “I was born in Alaska, but we moved a lot: Kentucky, Georgia, 

Tennessee, Korea, Texas, Germany, Kansas, New York, California and Canada. I came in 

contact with so many cultures as a military kid, and now, they’re all here in one island of 

eight-and-a-half million people. My getting the part was also a kind of journey. Nicola 

Yoon asked fans who should play Daniel in an Instagram post, and I woke up to over a 

thousand people tagging me. I bought the book that day and read it in two. Ten months 

later, I got the script, and after two months, I booked the role. And now, after 27 days of 

filming, we’ll have the movie made.” 

 Director Ry Russo-Young found the intersection of the cultural and emotional in 

the script to be a compelling fusion and comments, “I really thought that I had never seen 

this story before: these two characters with their distinct cultural identities in this ‘new 

Hollywood meets old Hollywood’ love story. That hybrid, in the global city of New 



York—it felt really fresh to me. It’s iconic and classic and completely modern. I loved the 

simplicity and the combination. To be honest, I never thought I would do a love story—I 

never thought I was ‘into them’ necessarily—but this one really got me. There’s also a 

timeliness and an urgency as to why this story now.” 

 Producer Leslie Morgenstein was in production on Yoon’s “Everything, 

Everything” when The Sun Is Also a Star became an immediate bestseller. She says, “We 

worked a draft of the script by Tracy Oliver, and then Ry came on and collaborated on 

development. With casting, Yara was a first priority for Natasha. Charles’ availability was 

a question, but his series, ‘Riverdale,’ was kind enough to make his schedule work. The 

whole process, for a movie, was very quick—from the moment we had the team and the 

studios until production was less than two years.” 

 To take advantage of filming in New York City, while also dealing with inherent 

challenges, production crafted a fleet schedule, and the hopscotching between locations 

required adherence to a timetable that would impress a military strategist. Morgenstein 

continues, “There were logistics, location fees, permits—all these things, plus the issue of 

moving a lot of trucks, gear and crew all over town. But we committed to shooting here 

and we did everything to make it work—including living with the weather, and that was 

tricky, too. In the end, though, it was the wonder of being here, the New York glamour, the 

scope and the excitement.” 

   While some settings serve as downtime while Natasha and Daniel learn about each 

other (a café, a karaoke bar), many are the result of two intersecting lives in flux: Natasha 

is searching for a solution to her family’s legal predicament, and Daniel needs one last 

interview to gain entrance into a prestigious university. Melton explains, “Daniel’s parents 

immigrated to give him and his brother a better life—and now he’s dealing with honoring 

them, who’ve groomed him to be a doctor. They’ve mapped out his whole life for him, and 

there’s a temptation to just accept fate. But he still has hopes and dreams, and meeting 

Natasha just points that up in a big way. He has such a big heart, he doesn’t want to let 

them down, so he’s really torn up. But the more time he spends with her, the more he sees 

he has huge decisions to make.”  

 Natasha’s immediate future is also in question. Shahidi offers, “There’s a legal 

situation that may lead to her family’s displacement, so there’s both desperation and 



determination to find some way out for them. In her struggles, and in Daniel with his, you 

get to know them both during one of the most important days in their lives. It just also 

happens to be the day that they meet each other. What becomes apparent in the way Nicola 

tells this story is the universality that connects us. To watch how these two characters—

from opposite backgrounds, different socio-economic groups—fall in love, it’s about that 

connection, between them and all of us. I hope it’s that humanity that sticks with people.”    

 Russo-Young sums up, “When the day starts, both of the characters are thinking 

about radically different things in their lives. And as they spend time together, they learn 

so much about who they are and what they really want. What crystalizes, beyond their 

growing affection for each other, are their dreams for the future.  And it’s like a lot of 

stories, including ones about falling in love—it’s all about timing. These two characters 

are both primed to escape into each other in a really powerful way, and that ultimately 

causes them to change, impacting them for the rest of their lives.”  

 But before the fated collision and altered trajectories, it all comes back to the first 

time Daniel lays eyes on Natasha, there, under manmade stars in the middle of New York 

City. Yara Shahidi cannot help herself to a geek moment that would not be out of place for 

the measured and reasonable Natasha: “Grand Central was built in 1913, with a renovation 

in the ‘40s and a big rehab in the ‘90s. There’s something like 2,500 stars on the ceiling. 

Oh, there’s also a concealed stairway that takes you to secret tunnels. But, you have to 

know about it to find them.” 

 

—the sun is also a star—  

      

 

 

 

 


